Order of Worship
August 23, 2020
WELCOME and tech adjustments
May the blessing of light be upon us:
the blessing of daylight
the blessing of sunlight
the blessing of Christ light. Amen
CENTERING MUSIC
CALL TO AWARENESS
We are many, yet one. Scattered, yet united.
Whoever you are, you are welcome here.

Lily Breshears
Jeanne R-B and Lee Burleson

Whatever your gift —
teaching, giving, encouraging;
truth-telling, justice-seeking, trailblazing;
quiet caring, feeding, organizing;
challenging, subverting, provoking —
whatever your gift, you are needed here.
You are wanted.
You matter to this community and we cannot be who we are called to be without you.
So come, bringing mind and heart, body and spirit, to love God with your whole self,
and to find yourself renewed and transformed.
Come, it is time to worship.
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SONG
Like A Tree Beside the Waters
Like a tree beside the waters, nurtured by your loving care,
We, O God, your sons and daughters, your enduring witness bear.
In each passing generation may your voice of love be heard.
Bless, we pray, this congregation with your holy, living Word.

Ian Timmons

Like a tree beside the river, drawing life from holy streams,
Fill us with your love forever; recreate our hopes and dreams.
Through the storms of life sustain us by the wisdom of your grace.
May the changing of the seasons find us in your warm embrace.
We, beside the living waters, drink from your eternal life.
Give to all, your sons and daughters, faith that rises over strife.
O Living God, most glorious, strengthen us for life today.
By the hope of timeless promise guide your church upon the way.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Lee Burleson

God, the encourager, God, the compassionate,
God, the merciful, holy, blessed:
As we meet in your many names we know that you are already among us.
Keep us open to your presence in us, around us, and between us, that we may grow ever
closer to you. Amen.

PRAYER OF UNBURDENING
LIBERATING WORD

Testimony of the Early Church
Romans 12:1-8

Ian Timmons

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that
you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith
that God has assigned.
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith;
ministry, in ministering;
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the teacher, in teaching;
the exhorter, in exhortation;
the giver, in generosity;
the leader, in diligence;
the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Ancient Testimony
Exodus 1:8--2:10

Chris Christensen

1:8 Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, "Look,
the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly
with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us
and escape from the land." Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with
forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were
oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the
Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their
lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They were
ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew
midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, "When you act as midwives to
the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she
shall live." But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them,
but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, "Why
have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?" The midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because the
Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the
midwife comes to them." So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and
became very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then
Pharaoh commanded all his people, "Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into
the Nile, but you shall let every girl live."
2:1 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months.
When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with
bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river.
His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the
river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she
saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. "This must be one of the Hebrews'
children," she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and get you a nurse
from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?" Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Yes." So
the girl went and called the child's mother. Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this child and
nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages." So the woman took the child and nursed it.
When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and she took him as her son.
She named him Moses, "because," she said, "I drew him out of the water."
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REFLECTION

Pastor Jeanne

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and The PRAYER OF JESUS.
Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true;
with thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.

Ian Timmons

God empower me to be a witness for you, acting boldly, in your name;
seeking justice, where there is hurting offering hope where there is pain.
Please feel free to unmute your zoom connection and share your joys and concerns
Our father, our Mother, in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
OFFERING
Take our gifts, O God, whatever they may be, and use them, we pray to strengthen your
church and to serve your world. Amen.

SENDING SONG
Go, Make a Difference
Go make a difference. We can make a difference.
Go make a difference in the world.
Go make a difference. We can make a difference.
Go make a difference in the world.

Ian Timmons

We are the salt of the earth, called to let the people see the love of God for you and me.
We are the light of the world, not to be hidden but be seen.
Go make a difference….
We are the hands of Christ reaching out to those in need, the face of God for all to see.
We are the spirit of hope, we are the voice of peace.
Go make a difference….
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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