Order of Worship
June 7, 2020
WELCOME and tech adjustments
GATHERING MUSIC
Please be muted
light a candle
breathe

Lily Breshears

OPENING PRAYER
(Psalm 8 from “The Message,” adapted)
GOD, brilliant Lord,
How powerful your name in all the earth.
Nursing infants gurgle choruses about you;
toddlers shout the songs
That drown out enemy talk,
and silence the babble of the proud.
I look up at your heavens, dark, beautiful, and vast,
your handmade sky-jewelry,
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Moon and stars mounted in their settings.
Then I look at my own small human self and wonder,
Why do you bother with us?
Why take a second look our way?
Yet we’ve so narrowly missed being gods,
bright with Eden’s dawn light.
You put us in charge of your handcrafted world,
repeated to us your Genesis-charge,
Made us keepers of sheep and cattle,
and even of animals out in the wild,
Birds flying and fish swimming,
whales singing in the ocean deeps.
GOD, brilliant Lord,
your name echoes around the world.
SONG
Let Justice flow like streams of sparkling water, pure,
Enabling growth, refreshing life, abundant, cleansing sure.

Ian Timmons

Let righteousness roll on as others’ cares w heed,
An ever-flowing stream of faith translated into deed.
So may God’s plumb line, straight, define our measure true,
And justice, right, and peace pervade this world our whole life through.
PRAYER OF UNBURDENING
LIBERATING WORD

Genesis 1:1 - 2:3

Ethelyn Pankratz and
Pastor Jeanne

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from
the waters." So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was
evening and there was morning, the second day.
And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry
land appear." And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
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together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed
in it." And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the third day.
And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and
let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome
of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. God made the two great lights—the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the fourth day.
And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the dome of the sky." So God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day.
And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. God made the wild animals of
the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground
of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." So
God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he
created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and
over every living thing that moves upon the earth."
God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth,
and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the
earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has
the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food."
And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that
he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all
the work that he had done in creation.
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REFLECTION

In God’s Own Image

Pastor Jeanne

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and The PRAYER OF JESUS
Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see your face.
Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see.

Ian Timmons

Open my ears, Lord. Help me to hear your voice.
Open my ears, Lord. Help me to hear.
Sharing of joys and concerns
Our father, our Mother, in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Open my heart, Lord. Help me to love like you.
Open my heart, Lord. Help me to love.
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
INVITATION
For Holy Communion this morning, we are once again invited to lend Christ our everyday
kitchen and dining room and coffee tables.
We remember how in his ministry Jesus borrowed bread and fish from a child to feed a crowd on
the hillside. How on the first day of the week we know as holy he asked to borrow a donkey,
We remember how on the Thursday that followed, Jesus borrowed the upper room that belonged
to John Mark’s mother, a space where he could celebrate the Passover with his friends.
And we remember that on the afternoon of the resurrection, Jesus was invited into a house in
Emmaus and used the bread of that hospitality to break and bless.
Now, for this day, lend Christ your table, your bread, your cup, and your heart,
for, as the disciples told the person who loaned the donkey,
“The Lord has need of it.”
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PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
We are one bread, one body, one cup of blessing. Though we are many throughout the earth and
this church community is scattered, we are one in Christ.
In your many kitchens, and living rooms, rest your hands lightly upon these elements which we
set aside today to be a sacrament. Let us ask God’s blessing upon them.
Gentle Redeemer, there is no lockdown on your blessing and no quarantine on
grace. Send your Spirit of life and love, power and blessing, upon every table where
one of your children shelters in place, that this Bread may be broken and gathered
in love and this Cup poured out to give hope to all.
Risen Christ, live in us, that we may live in you. Breathe in us, that we may breathe
in you.
WORDS OF REMEMBERING
We remember that Paul the apostle wrote letters to congregations spread far and wide across the
ancient world … “remote” worship resources for small groups in their separate places. These are
the words Paul wrote to the church at Corinth:
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night when
he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This
is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
SHARING THE ELEMENTS
Let us in our many places receive the gift of God, the Bread of Heaven.
We are one in Christ in the bread we share.
Let us in our many places receive the gift of God, the Cup of Blessing.
We are one in Christ in the cup we share.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Leader: Let us pray in thanksgiving for this meal of grace, rejoicing that, by the
very method of our worship, we have embodied the truth that Christ’s love is
not limited by buildings made with human hands, nor contained in human
ceremonies, but blows as free as the Spirit in all places.
Spirit of Christ, you have blessed our tables and our lives.
May the eating of this Bread give us courage to speak faith and act love,
not only in church sanctuaries, but in your precious world,
and may the drinking of this Cup renew our hope
even in the midst of the pandemic and upheaval.
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Wrap your loving presence around all whose bodies need healing, blow a fresh breath of
power and hope into all those who are on the streets crying out for justice.
And let us become your compassion and safe refuge for those who need us. Amen
BLESSING
SENDING SONG

We Stand Humbly in God’s Grace

Peace to you O people, the Peace of Christ the Lord.
As we gather in God’s name, we are of one accord.
Hope is but a glimmer of a dream for a new world:
God is calling us to act, bring justice through the Word,
We stand humbly in God’s grace as we worship in this place.
Joy will be complete when we reach out to those in need.
We stand humbly in God’s grace as we worship in this place.
Here we join our songs of praise with all the human race.
Let us live the vision of graced community.
May the Truthful One move us to stand for unity.
Sisters, brothers, we are one, with Christ we’re hand in hand.
Love our neighbors as ourselves, spread hope throughout the land.
We stand humbly in God’s grace as we worship in this place.
Joy will be complete when we reach out to those in need.
We stand humbly in God’s grace as we worship in this place.
Here we join our songs of praise with all the human race.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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